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LEAD AND COPPER 
REVISED RULE (LCRR)
John Nelson 
Minnesota Rural Water Association
Lead and Copper Technical Advisor

MINNESOTA RURAL WATER 
ASSOCIATION

MRWA Mission Statement 
"To provide the latest information, education, and technical assistance to 
protect our public waters and improve the quality of life in Minnesota.“
• We are a nonprofit organization governed by a Board of Directors
• Federal and State grants
• We provide training and onsite technical assistance to water and 

wastewater systems 
• We provide source water protection assistance to public water systems
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HOUSE KEEPING RULES

• 1 direct water credit will  be earned upon full completion of this training(on-
line)

• 4 direct water credits will be earned upon full completion of this training(in-
person)

• If you have questions during this presentation, please drop your questions in 
the chat box and we will do our best to answer all your questions

Service line Identification:
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*Private owned/where the service is exposed from the ground to the meter or valve:

• Visual identification

• Copper, plastic, lead, galvanized steel, or (unknown)

• Scratch method

• Magnet test

• Unknown (considered lead)

*Public water system (PWS) side:

• Historical documents (project manuals, as built blueprints, tap
cards, etc.)

• Old and current community plumbing ordinances

• PWS documentation from replacement projects in the past

• Some communities, the whole water service is owned by the
customer. Usually repairs are still done with city approval. Historical
documents in this instance becomes very important in collecting information
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The 4 categories for the Minnesota Department of Heath’s service line Inventory:

• Lead

• Galvanized Requiring Replacement (GRR)

• Non-Lead (copper, poly, ductile, cast iron, and plastics)

• Unknown (no historical documentation, cannot visually identify, etc.)
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Questions?

Inventory Process



2/21/2023

6

Service line Inventory:

• PWS’s will be asked to identify all service lines in their system. Privately owned and by the system

• Documentation of the identified and unknown service lines (MDH will need this in digital form)

• Ownership type and material of identified service lines

• Goosenecks, pigtails, etc., are not required at this time need to be added to the
inventory list. If documented information is available of known pigtails, and
goosenecks this information should be listed on the inventory plan

• Identification along with the Inventory process of the LCRR are required to be
completed and submitted to the Department of Health in digital form on or before
Oct. 16th 2024

Inventory information for MDH template:

• Address
• Location identifier (account #, meter #, etc.)
• GIS location if applicable
• Method of gathering information
• Material type (lead,GRR,non-lead,unknown)

System Information “Title” Page
• Name of system
• PWSID #
• Population served
• # of services
• Mailing address
• System contact
• Title
• Phone
• Email
• Date of submittal

Service line Information
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Are you done with the Inventory template after initial 
submittal?

• NO. This will be used a monitoring resource/tool to track progress on 
replacement and possibly future developments in you community.

After the initial Inventory…

• If the system has LSL, GRR, or UNKNOWN service lines:
must provide notification to residents within 30 days of 
inventory completion

• Include info about health effects of lead and steps to
minimize exposure in drinking water
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INFORMATIONAL WEB LINKS
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/w
ater/rules/lcrr.html

https://www.epa.gov/ground‐water‐and‐drinking‐
water/review‐national‐primary‐drinking‐water‐regulation‐lead‐
and‐copper

https://nrwa.org/issues/lead‐and‐copper‐rule/

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/wat
er/rules/lcrr.html

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/w
ater/rules/servlineinventory.html

EPA NEW GUIDANCE RELEASE 
PRESENTATIONS AND INSTRUCTION
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Lead service line replacement plan:

*What would activate the LSL replacement plan?

• Known (documented) lead service lines

• Lead sampling results that exceed the trigger level of 10ppb

Questions?
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Financing LSL Options

Financing Current LSL replacement projects:

• Lead Service Line (LSL) Funding is available through the Drinking Water Revolving Fund
(DWRF)

• Currently, the privately-owned portion of the LSL can receive a 49% grant, but the entire
LSL must be replaced to receive grant funds

• The remaining balance of the LSL replacement cost can come from a DWRF loan, but it
is not required. Current rates are a little over 2% for 20 years

• The Public Water Supply (PWS) needs to apply for the DWRF and can pass the grant
dollars on to the customers

• The PWS can structure their own program for disbursement of the funds
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• Funding from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) for LSL replacement will pass 
through the Drinking Water Revolving Fund (DWRF)

• IIJA Funding for Minnesota - $43 million/year for 5 years
• Funds must be disbursed as 49% grant/51% DWRF loan
• The Public Water Supply will need to apply for funding (same as before)
• Proposed legislative changes will allow for the use of the grant funds for replacement of 

the entire LSL

Future LSL Replacement Funding

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND 
JOBS ACT

• LSL Supplemental - $43.2 million
• 49% additional subsidy (grants)/51% loan
• Inventories, planning & design, and replacements
• No state match required
• State statute changes needed
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INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS 
ACT

• New federal requirements
• Build America buy America (BABA)

• American iron & steel
• Manufactured products
• Construction materials

• Revised disadvantaged community criteria
• System wide projects vs. individual projects (lsl)
• Affordability criteria

LSL INVENTORY ASSISTANCE
• No state funds so will likely be using iija funds
• Initially - MDH was going to provide grants directly to water systems
• Now - work in progress (only ideas at this point)

• more likely water system will apply to mdh to have preapproved contractors 
provide assistance
• Consulting engineers familiar with DWRF
• Water system can select engineering firm
• Eliminates federal grant reporting requirements
• Cap AMOUNT TBD?
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CURRENT LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 
FUNDING

• Lead Service Line (LSL) Funding is available through the Drinking Water 
Revolving Fund (DWRF)

• Currently, the privately-owned portion of the LSL can receive a 50% 
grant, but the entire LSL must be replaced to receive grant funds.

• Max grant - $250,000
• The remaining balance of the LSL replacement cost can come from a 

DWRF loan, but it is not required.  Current rates are around 2% for 20 
years.

• The Public Water Supply (PWS) needs to apply for the DWRF and can pass 
the grant dollars on to the customers.

• The PWS can structure their own program for disbursement of the funds.

HOW TO APPLY FOR THE DWRF?

• Apply to MDH to be placed on the Project priority list (PPL)
• Submit a proposal and cover letter to MDH by May 5, 2023 to be 

listed on the 2024 Ppl.  (Always first Friday in may)
• 2024 PPL = Oct. 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 (projects will remain on the 

list for 5 years if not funded)
• Example of a PPL proposal available at: 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/dwrf/ppl.html
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PROJECT PRIORITY LIST BASICS 

• Little to no cost (Very simplified Preliminary engineering report)
• Always follows the same Predictable Annual Cycle
• Need to be listed on the PPL to be eligible for other grant programs (WIF, 

PSIG)
• Blends perfectly with our funding partners/programs (USDA – RD, DEED –

Scdp)
• Should be the first step when looking for funding (many legislators will ask)
• Project Will remain on the list for 5 years unless funded or ask to be removed
• maintained by MDH

Questions?
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!
John Nelson

Lead & Copper Technical Advisor
john.nelson@mrwa.com

218-531-3621
1-800-367-6792

www.mrwa.com


